
PRESS NOTE

Mandatorv requirement of Passport for Seamen
before departing from India

The Passports Act, 7967 provides that no person shall
depart from, or attempt to depart from India, unless he holds a
valid passport or travel document. However, as per the Gazette
Notification issued by the Government of India in 1968, in view of
the functional requirement of Seamen's foreign travel, the
members of the crew and tindals of sailing vessels lholding
identig cards or permits, under the Sailing Vessels (Members of
Crew) Ru1es, 19671 are exempted from the mandatory
requirement of holding Passports before travelling abroad. This
provision allowed seamen to travel abroad on the basis of their
identilz card.

2. The above provision has been reconsidered by the
Government and it has been decided to withdraw the above
facility with effect from 01.06.2015. A copy of the Gazette
Notification dated 16.03.2015 is annexed.

3. In view of the above, al1 Indian citizens, who are also
members of the crew and tindals of saiiing vessels are hereby
informed to obtain passports for their internationa,l travel. Al1
Passport Issuing Authorities in India and abroad are requested to
extend their full support in expeditious issuance of passports to
such applicants.

4. For more details relating to passport services, Passport
website (www.passportindia.eov.in) or the National Call Centre
(to1l free number 1800 180-1800), may be accessed.

New Delhi
26 March 2015
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi. the l6rh March,2015

G.S.R. 195 (E).-In exercise of the powe6 conferaed by Section 22 of the Passports Act, I 967 ( 1 5 of
1967), the Central Government. being of the opirrion that it is necessary in rhe public interest so to do. hereb-y
withdraws the exemption grantcd to the citizens oflndia as members of lhc crcw and rindals of sailing vessels
vide nodficalior No. G.S.R. l8l2 dated the 25th September, 1968, wrth effecr from olst June.2015 and
lhereofSection 3 ofthe Passports Act, 1967 shall apply to them from dre al'oresaid daie.

lF. No. VY40l / 1/ 15/20141

MUKTESH K. PARDESHI, Jt. Secy. (PSP) & ChiefPassport Officer
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